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Military Expenditures and Industrialization in Africa i - 

****Nabe, Oumar**** 

Journal of Economic Issues vl7n2 PP: 575-587 Jun 1983 CODEN: JECIAR ^ 

ISSN: 0021-3624 JRNL CODE: JEI 7^V^~f^(0~l 
DOC TYPE: Journal article LANGUAGE: English LENGTH: 13 Pages ' 
SPECIAL FEATURE: Charts Appendix Equations References 

ABSTRACT: Worldwide military expenditures are increasing at a dramatic 
rate, while socially and politically explosive needs are going unmet 
throughout less developed countries (LDC) . Proponents of the military 
expenditures claim LDCs can enjoy benefits of development. Opponents argue 
that the expenditures impose a substantial burden on developing economies 
since resources are diverted from technology, capital infrastructure, and 
human capital. For LDCs in Africa, it appears that military expenditures 
have no positive effect on economic development. That is the finding of 
cross-sectional analyses using 1967-1976 data. However, the recursive, 
triangular ****model**** does demonstrate positive covariation between 
economic and social development factors and economic development. 

GEOGRAPHIC NAMES: Africa 

DESCRIPTORS: Defense spending; Economic development; LDCs; Economic theory; 

Statistical analysis 
CLASSIFICATION CODES: 1130 (CN=Economic theory); 9130 

(CN=Experimental/Theoretical) ; 9177 (CN=Africa) 

* * * *Nabe , Oumar* * * * 

...ABSTRACT: is the finding of cross- sectional analyses using 1967-1976 

data. However, the recursive, triangular ****model**** does demonstrate 

positive covariation between economic and social development factors and 
economic development . ... 
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810928 ORDER NO: AAD83-11861 

MILITARY EXPENDITURES AND SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 

Author: ****NABE, OUMAR**** 
Degree: PH.D. 
Year: 1983 

Corporate Source/Institution: COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY (0054) 
Source: VOLUME 44/Ol-A OF DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS INTERNATIONAL. 

PAGE 229. 267 PAGES 
Descriptors: ECONOMICS, GENERAL 
Descriptor Codes: 0501 

The purpose of this study is to analyze the impact of military 
expenditures on industrialization and educational development in Africa. We 
use GDP manufacturing- -the proportion of manufacturing in GDP- -as measures 
of industrialization and the combined primary and secondary school 
enrollment as percent of population age group 5 to 19 as our measure of 
social development in education. 

Our sample consists of twenty-six African countries: Algeria, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Empire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Sierre Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Upper Volta, 
Zaire, and Zambia. 

Our data covers the ten-year period 1967-1976. We analyze the 
impact of military expenditures on industrialization and education by 
constructing two composite development factors --one economic and one 
social--from a group of seven variables by using factor analysis. The 
economic and social development factors are used along with military 


expenditures as independenll^ariables in a multiple regresslBi analysis and 
a path analytic ****model**** with GDP manufacturing and school enrollment 
as dependent variables . 

The results of our study do not support any claims that military 
expenditures stimulate development. Out study indicates that military 
expenditures represent major opportunity costs and retard rather than 
advance industrializat ion and social development in education. 


Author: ****NABE, OUMAR**** 

. . .with military expenditures as independent variables in a multiple 
regression analysis and a path analytic ****model**** with GDP 
manufacturing and school enrollment as dependent variables. 
The results of our study do. . . 
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